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success of the operations of the allied armies depends
on your executing this command.

Bliicher for his part wrote to Rauch:

His royal Highness did very wrong to disturb you
after I had given you my directions, and you should
have followed my orders. . . . That his majesty the
Tsar Alexander ever placed me under the commands
of his Highness is as much news to me as is the fact
that I am marching to Aken.

Bernadotte's panic was not without its lasting
effects, for Tauentzien, whose nerves were doubt-
less already upset by the sharp rap Napoleon had
administered to him, became as much alarmed
as his commander-in-chief, destroyed one of the
Elbe bridges, and ordered General Hirschfeld to
follow him by the last remaining means of crossing
and destroy that in turn. Hirschfeld answered
Tauentzien much as Bliicher had answered Berna-
dotte only with still less politeness. The order
to follow, he declared, merely strengthened him
in the determination to remain where he was and
defend the only crossing by which help could be
sent to Berlin in case a really strong enemy should
seriously threaten it, an eventuality in which, in
spite of the fears of Bernadotte and of Tauentzien,
Hirschfeld evidently did not believe. But the
final result was that Tauentzien with a corps of
. 18,000 men made an incredibly swift march to the
capital, reaching it in four days; that his men in
consequence were in such a state of fatigue and